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O x n a r d  G e m  &  M i n e r a l  S o c i e t y

The Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society is a non-profit organization formed to 
increase our knowledge in geology, mineralogy and other such related fields 
in the earth sciences. We classify, cut, grind and polish rocks and minerals for 
our personal collections and to display at club shows. We learn from each 
other through club speakers, programs and monthly field trips. We co-operate 
with other clubs to encourage others to participate in our activity. The Oxnard 
Gem & Mineral Society is a member of the Cal i fornia Federat ion of 
Mineralogical Society and the American Federation of Mineralogical Society.

Membership Dues: Adults 18 and over, $15 year.
Juniors, 12 to 17, $2 year. Pebble Pups up to age 
12, free with paid adult.

Next General Meeting Held: June 4th 7:30 PM 
Pebble Pups: 6:00 to 6:45 PM

Location: Oxnard Performing Arts Center 

 800 Hobson Way, (Thousand Oaks Room)
Web Address: www.oxnardgem.com

Email Address: oxnardgem@gmail.com

Mail: P. O. Box 246 Oxnard, CA 93032

Facebook: www.facebook.com/OGMS.Excursions
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Because OGMS is affiliated with the AFMS, our 
members observe the following AFMS principles:

I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned 
land without permission from the owner.

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing collecting on public lands and 
will observe them.

I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to 
collect.

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind such as fences, signs, buildings, etc.

I will leave all gates as found.

I will build fires only in designated or safe places and will be certain they are completely 
extinguished before leaving the area.

I will discard no burning material; matches, cigarettes, etc.

I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.

I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water supplies.

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can 
reasonably use.

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have 
collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all 
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.

I will cooperate with field-trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting 
areas.

I will report to my club or federation officers, Bureau of Land Management or other 
authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be 
protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific 
purposes.

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.

I will observe the "Golden Rule", will use Good Outdoor Manners and will at all times 
conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public Image of Rockhounds 
everywhere.
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The  OGMS  Off i cers  for  2014

Appointed Standing Committee Chairs

All Members are 
encouraged to submit any 
articles or advertisements 

of your interest.
Remember it is your 

newsletter too! 
Articles and Ads can be 

submitted by email. 
The Deadline to submit 
will be the 20th of each 

month.
Brian Miller 

-OGMS Editor
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ALEXANDERITE DID YOU KNOW? When chromium  oxide replaces some aluminum  in 
alexandrite, the  stone's famous  and beloved  color change is possible. In addition to the characteristic 
green-to-red color change (from  daylight to  incandescent light), some  alexandrite  can change  from 
yellowish or pink  to raspberry red. In addition to the color change that alexandrite is  known for, not 
many gem  enthusiasts know that alexandrite can  also exhibit the  phenomenon  of chatoyancy or the 
"cat's-eye effect." While  cat's-eye  chrysoberyl is well known  and highly sought after, the gem variety 
alexandrite  itself can also  exhibit a cat's-eye effect when cut en cabochon. When the term  "cat's-eye" 
is used alone, it refers only to chatoyant chrysoberyl, not chatoyant alexandrite or any other cat's-eye 
gemstone.
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T h e  M i n u t e s  o f  M a y  7 ,  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g
Meeting called to 
order at 7:35 p.m., 
Adrian Ruiz, 
presiding.  Pledge 
of Allegiance led by 
Bob Driskell.

1st VP, Programs: 
Tonight’s program, 
“Meteorites, Gifts 
or Curses?”, with 
Mike Havstad 
(Conejo Club); 
June program, 
TBA; July program, 
Potluck and 
Member Silent 
Auction.

2nd VP, Show: Plans are coming along, some 
posters are out in Orange County (thanks, 
Jo!).

3rd VP, Field Trips: Adrian Ruiz going to 
Himalaya Mine, May 15th – 19th. Day trip is 
$75, 5 hours. Carolyn Howe is leading Lavic 
Siding trip in October.

Treasurer: We are solvent. 

Membership Secretary: We have 40 paid 
members.

Corresponding Secretary: Nothing to 
report.

Federation: May 30 - June 1, CFMS show in 
Pomona Fairplex, hosted by Pasadena Club. 
Volunteers needed, and applications for case 
entries are available. Check Rock Bag for 
more information.

Classes: Jean and Carolyn met with Greg 
Barnes of Recs and Parks, went over 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
City of Oxnard. Gives club access without 
financial responsibility. CFMS insurance must 
be provided; club needs an Insurance Officer 
to represent us, and Carolyn Howe has 
volunteered to do it. All instructors need to 
submit a LiveScan fingerprint card, which City 
will pay for. City has asked for a 40% cut of 
proceeds; OGMS to handle registration as 
before.

Library: Out for perusal; Lee has reviewed 
book/DVD for Rock Bag.

Hospitality/Ways & Means: Nineteen 
members signed in, and two guests. Guests to 
receive gifts.

Pebble Pups: Ten Pebble Pups attended 
today, class was on birthstones.

Scholarships: Oxnard College submitted one 
candidate, CSUCI submitted five candidates.

Displays & Exhibits: Will be displaying at 
CFMS and other local shows, museums, 
libraries.

June Refreshments: Laura Driskell, Manuel 
Lopez.

Announcements: June 4th, next General 
Meeting.  Show meeting, June 11th, 7pm. 
Board Mtg, 7:30pm. Museum of Ventura 
County display, “Diamonds Are Forever”, 
through August. Santa Paula Oil Museum 
displaying “Dinosaur Eggs”. Wire wrap classes 
by Kay Hara continue through end of May, at 
various locations.

Brief refreshment break, then, presentation of 
“Meteorites: Gifts or Curses?”, by Mike 
Havstad. Thank You!

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m., by Adrian 
Ruiz.

Respectfully submitted, May 27,2014 
Laura Driskell, Recording Secretary

W u l f e n i t e

S i d e r i t e
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T h e  M i n u t e s  o f  M a y  1 4 ,  B o a r d  M e e t i n g

 "Images From "Mini Miners Monthly," © 2014 Darryl Powell, Used With Permission."

Meeting called to 
order 7:34 pm, 
Adrian Ruiz, 
presiding.

Motion by Miriam 
Tetreault, to approve 
March Board Meeting 
minutes, as printed in 
the Rock Bag was 
seconded, approved.

Treasurer’s Report 
by Acting Treasurer 
Miriam Tetreault, 

including bills received, deposits made. Motion 
by Kay Hara to approve bills for payment; 
accept treasurer’s report, was seconded, 
approved. 
1st VP, Programs: Kay Hara reports: June, 
John Cook on Calistoga Petrified Wood; July, 
Summer Potluck and Member Silent Auction; 
August, Janie Duncan, the “Bead Lady”. 
2nd VP, Show: Show meeting in June and 
September. We will have a General Member 
Show meeting in October for the November 
show.
3rd VP, Field Trips: Adrian leading a trip to 
Himalaya this weekend. Carolyn leading a trip 
to Lavic Siding in October. 
Corresponding Sec: Nothing new.
Membership: Carolyn Howe reports that 
Aswell Trophy would give us a break on the 
price of badges if we order 12 at a time. We 
have 42 paid members at this time.
Federation: Louisa Carey reports that CFMS 
show is coming up May 30 through June 1, 
2014 at Pomona Fairplex, hosted by Pasadena 
Lapidary Society. Package for room is $139, at 
the show. Miriam Tetreault moves to give 
Louisa a check for $250 to cover expenses for 
trips to 2014 CFMS meetings. Seconded by 
Jean pSmith, motion approved. We should 
keep our fingers crossed for Brian to win 
Newsletter of the Year. Brett Johnson will be 
submitting a club case and personal case.
Classes: Classroom inventory was done; 
insurance certificate to be requested. Durley 
will need to be cleaned up before moving in, 
and Jean thinks a dumpster will be helpful to 
get trash out. Carolyn will get the insurance 
certificates going this week.

Scholarships: One nomination received for 
Oxnard College Geology major, and five 
nominations from CSUCI. Decisions due ASAP.
Pebble Pups: Working on the Folklore badge, 
will be sending info to newsletter.
New business: Fabric here for anyone who 
makes kids rock bags for show.

Adrian Ruiz adjourned meeting, 8:39 pm.

Respectfully submitted, May 14, 2014
Laura Driskell, Recording Secretary

Show Update
To let the membership know of the progress 

for our November show is as follows:
• All contracts out, 5 dealers are signed up.
• Demonstrators are in the progress of 
 being signed up.
• Friday evening dinner will be the delicious 
 spaghetti again.
• Donation tickets will now be generic so 
 remainder can be used next year.
• Exhibitor forms are being distributed.
• Games need members to sew grab bags, 
 see Lee or Louisa.
• City contract completed.
• Show insurance in progress.
• Publicity poster completed.
• Plants need members to start planting and 
 tending.
• Food truck reserved during show.

***Show meeting June 11 for all 
interested, prior to the Board 

meeting***
Miriam Tetreault, Show Chair

D i o p t a s e

G a r n e t
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T h e  P r e z  S e z . . .

O G M S  J u n e  4 t h  P r o g r a m

Greetings OGMS & new members,
We have a great program lined up for June’s general 
meeting. I want you all to give warm welcome to our own 
OGMS Member John Cook. He will be presenting known 
facts about the Petrified Forest up in Calistoga California. 
Thank you John Cook for putting this all together.  
Newcomers always are welcome!
    
Adrian Ruiz, President

Geologist John Cook will be presenting a 
program about “The Petrified Forest of 
Calistoga, California.”
 
Just two miles outside the City of Calistoga 
California, lies a well preserved petrified forest 
of Coastal Redwood trees. About 3.4 million 
years ago Mount St. Helena, then active, 
erupted and blasted down and buried a mature 
Redwood forest. The petrified trees logs have 

diameters of 12 or more feet and are well over 100' long. Petrified logs are 
lying on the ground everywhere, as found over 150 years ago. 
The presentation will show modern Redwood trees living today and 
compared them to fossil trees of the 
past.
 
The presentation is about 35 minutes 
long and I will bring a specimen of the 
petrified redwood tree from the park 
and my own slide projector. All I need is 
a table and screen for my PowerPoint 
presentation and a good audience.
 
See Ya Then
 -John Cook
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P e b b l e  P u p s

T e s t  y o u r  K n o w l e d g e

Rocks ROCK! 
Louisa Pebble Pups Coordinator

Calling all Pebble Pups!  We are continuing to look into 
Gemstone Lore & Legends. 
Why are diamonds forever? 
Why do some think opals are bad luck to wear unless they 
were given as a gift? 
Gemstones have been passed down for Generations and so too 
have their stories. 
Come hear the history of the ages told by gems.

 The meeting will be held in the Thousand Oaks room of the Oxnard Performing 
Arts Convention Center (800 Hobson Way, Oxnard) the first Wednesday of the 

month at 6:00pm

Across
3. It smells like eggs
6. A penny for your thoughts
7. Coveted mineral of the Ming Dynasty
8. The non-red variety of corundum
10. Purple variety of Quartz
12. The many facets of the rainbow
13. Brings the Fever to many
16. Hollow with crystals
17. Vision of the large striped cat
18. Watermelon with no seeds
19. A girls best friend
20. The Resin that preserves ancient bugs

Down
1. "Theres no place like home"

2. A pencil will not work without me

4. I'm sorry, it's not a “Meteorite”

5. Many circles of beautiful greens

8. Once used as fillings in Teeth

9. The "Fools" Treasure

11. Favored stone of the Native Americans

14. Yellow variety of Quartz

15. California's state gem
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Bench  T ips  for  J ewelry  Mak ing  By :  Brad  Smith

Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry 
Making" on Amazon© http://amazon.com/dp/0988285800/

SAWING  JUMP  RINGS

The difficult part of making jump rings for me has always 
been holding the coil while cutting off the individual rings. 
I use a saw to get the best fit when closing the rings later. 
I've seen all sorts of suggestions for ways to hold the coil, 
but the one that works best for me is this little jig made 
from scrap wood.

It's about 2 inches wide and 4-5 inches long with a groove 
cut down its length to cradle the coil of wire and a thin stop 
attached to the front end.

To cut the rings, thread your 
saw blade through the coil, hold the coil down in the groove 
and against the front stop, and saw at bout a 40 degree 
angle.

Don't forget to use some wax or cutting lube. It really does 
make a difference. If you don't believe me, do an 
experiment while you're cutting a mess of rings. Count how 
many rings you cut before breaking a blade, first without 
lube and then with some every 6-8 rings.

SAVE  WHEN  BUYING  SILVER

Silver products like sheet, wire, and casting shot are sold 
by the Troy ounce at what is called the spot price. That's 
what companies pay for the pure metal on the 
commodities market, and the spot price changes daily.

But in addition to the spot price, there is also a cost to 
fabricate the metal into wire or sheet, so the price of the 
item you buy is the cost of the metal plus the cost to make 
it. Different  products have different fabrication charges 
because each takes a different amount of labor. Also, 
different companies will have different fabrication charges 

because of local labor rates and their desired profit margin.

You can save money by finding a company with a lower fabrication charge. Also, note that 
the fabrication charge per ounce is less on larger orders, so you can save more by buying 
more. Find a friend to place a joint order and split the shipping charges.

But for casting purposes, there's an even better way to save.  Buy your silver at a coin 
store.  They sell bars and rounds in pure and Sterling for the spot price plus about a dollar 
per ounce.

The local coin shop adds only a small profit over the spot price.  Further, they often waive 
the sales tax on a cash buy.  So I save about $3 per ounce, pay no tax, no shipping 
charges, and support a local business.

http://amazon.com/dp/0988285800/
http://amazon.com/dp/0988285800/
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O G M S  B o o k  C o r n e r
Hello OGMS,
Please remember the following rules when checking out a book:

1. You must be a current member with your dues paid, hopefully an active member.
2. Up to three books can be checked out at one time.
3. Books can be checked out for one month at a time you check them out at a 

meeting and bring them back the next following meeting. If you wish an 
extension, please arrange with the librarian.

4. Books must be brought back in good shape; any damage must be reported. If a 
book is lost, please make every effort to replace it or pay for it. Some books are 
very valuable.

5. If books are overdue a week, you will be called and reminded to return them 
ASAP.

6. Any book(s) you have that are relevant to our hobby and are fairly current, in 
good condition that you wish to donate to the library, it would be greatly 
appreciated.

 The Magic of Minerals
 Olaf Medenbach - Harry Wilk 

 

Our Knowledge of the minerals of the earth’s crust is limited to the zone just beneath or 
at the earth’s surface. Quarries, gravel pits, road cuts and tunnels let us see the 
mineralogical components of the hard rock commonly covered by soil or humus.
 
Mineralogy in its earliest days was limited to the Kingdom of the minerals. The term 
mineral derives from the Latin–minare- meaning mining, and –mina- the 
shaft. Therefore, mineral became the term for the material recovered from mines or 
shafts.
 
Mineralogy is closely allied with the other natural sciences of geology, chemistry, and 
physics. A modern mineralogist cannot function without the research methods of these 
other sciences.
 
Check out a book at the next meeting……there is something for everyone.
 

Lee Leighton, Librarian
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U p c o m i n g  F i e l d  T r i p s ,  E v e n t s  &  S h o w s

June 6 - 8: LA HABRA, CA
North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society
Sonora High School
401 S. Palm Street
Hours: Fri 4 - 8:30; Sat 8 - 8; Sun 9 - 6
Contact: Nancy Bird, (562) 697-0636
Email: nancyjbird@verizon.net Website: www.nocgms.com

June 7 - 8: GLENDORA, CA
Glendora Gems & Mineral Society
Goddard Middle School
859 East Sierra Madre
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4
Contact: Bonnie Bidwell, (626) 963-4638
Email: Ybidwell2@aol.com
Website: Facebook Page

June 27 - 29: RIALTO, CA
Orange Belt Gem & Mineral Society
“Tailgate” across street from Rialto City Hall
105 S. Palm Ave. (corner 1st & Palm Ave.)
Hours: Fri & Sat 9 - 6; Sun. 9 - 3
Contacts: Ken or Jessica Gard, (909) 624-1782, (909) 887-5507
kengard@roadrunner.com Website: obmsrocks.yolasite.com

June 28 - 29: CULVER CITY, CA
Culver City Rock & Mineral Club
Veterans Memorial Auditorium
4117 Overland Ave
Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5
Contact: Janice Metz
Email: janicemtz@yahoo.com
Website: www.culvercityrocks.org/fiesta.htm

Field Trip: Rincon Hill 
Pleistocene Shell Fossils

When: Saturday June 7th Meet at 9:30 The 
red star is location.

Directions: Take 101 N towards Santa 
Barbara, Exit the offramp Rincon Rd Highway 
150. Destination is to the right.

What You will Need: Bucket or 
collecting bags, gardening tools, sieve 
for tiny material and plenty of H20.

For more Info go to: http://whoscoming.com/vgms/
RinconHill614.html?trig=new

Field Trip: Palos Verdes 
Minerals

Find golden Barite, Selenite, 
Dogtooth dolomite and Glaucophane.

When: Saturday July 12 at 9:30 at 
the parking area on Paseo del Mar. 
(Marked A) 
Directions will be posted later on

You will need: Bucket or collecting 
bags, hammer and plenty of water.

For more Info go to: http://whoscoming.com/
vgms/PalosVerdes714.html?trig=new
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2014 V E N T UR A C O UN T Y F A IR 
W E DN ESD A Y , JU L Y 30 - SUND A Y , 

A U G UST 10 
 

Fair theme:  A Country Fair with O cean A ir 
GEMS & MINERALS DEPARTMENT  

Superintendent  Diane Cook 
(805) 889-1209 or (805) 648-3376 x 173 gemsandhobbies@venturacountyfair.org 

 
 

 Fair cases and spaces for personal cases are limited. Please call for reservation of 
space or case between June 6 and June 20, 2014 to Diane Cook at (805) 889-1209 
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM.  No one is guaranteed a space or case 
without confirmation from Diane Cook,Superintendent. 
 

ENTRY PICK-UP DAY 
Monday, August 11, 2014 

9:00 AM  7:00 PM 
Exhibits must remain in place for the duration of the Fair. All 
entries not claimed on Monday, August 11, 2014 become the 
property of the Ventura County Fair and will be discarded. 
 

ENTRY DATE and TIME: 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM ENTRIES ACCEPTED: 

Competitive and Non-Competitive 
Friday, July 18, Saturday, July 19 & Sunday, July 20, 2014 
Case entries you must have Pre-reserved Confirmation 

 

X X X
Click on the poster for more info:

http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/4590/
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